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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is responsive to applicant's remarks received on January 11, 2008. 
Claims 1, 4 & 5 remain pending. Claims 2, 3 & 6-9 have been cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended Claims 1, 4 & 5 filed on January 11, 
2008 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

A: Applicant's Remarks 

Therefore, nothing in Honma appears to disclose or suggest a display data generator that 
generates display data from the thumbnail data and a preview icon to be selected when the print 
image is checked, wherein the display data generator generates a preview image to be displayed 
when the preview icon is selected, as in claims 1, 4 and 5 (as amended). 

Based on the foregoing, independent claims 1, 4 and 5 (as amended) are clearly not 
anticipated or rendered obvious by Honma. 

In the Office Action, claims 7 and 8 have been rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Crosby et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,870,547, hereafter "Crosby"). 
Additionally, claim 2 has been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Honma 
in view of Crosby. However, claims 2, 7 and 8 have been canceled. Therefore, the rejections 
noted above to claims 2, 7 and 8 are moot. 
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In light of the above, the Applicant respectfully submits that all the pending claims are 
patentable over the prior art of record. The Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner 
withdraw the rejections presented in the Office Action dated October 11, 2007, and pass this 
application to issue. 

A: Examiner's Response 

Honma '389 in combination with Crosby '547 discloses or suggests a display data 
generator that generates display data from the thumbnail data and a preview icon to be selected 
when the print image is checked, wherein the display data generator generates a preview image 
to be displayed when the preview icon is selected ( "Further, in a preferred embodiment, it will 
be in an industry standard format, thus allowing it to be displayed by most applications and Web 
browsers. More importantly, if the digital negative or edit list associated with the proxy image 
are not available, the user will still have a preview of what the image composition should look 
like. This allows a user to view the proxy image (or image composition) at a given resolution, 
using a standard application, but retains its ability to be rasterized at a higher resolution at a 
later time, based on specific application or device requirements. " column 3, lines 20-24). See 
also ( "In another embodiment, a user can download a low-resolution "Intelligent e-Card" from a 
Web site represented as an industry standard JPEG that contains the rasterized composition of 
photos, cards, text, and any other multimedia assets. While the JPEG proxy image may be 
adequate for on-screen viewing or a preview print, the proxy image is embedded with knowledge 
about how the high-resolution artwork and/or photos can be accessed and composited, providing 
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the application with the necessary information for the rasterization at a higher-resolution. " 
column 9, lines 51-60). 

Based on the foregoing, independent claims 1, 4 and 5 (as amended) are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Honma 389 in combination with Crosby '547 and 
are rendered obvious by Honma and Crosby '547. 

In light of the above, the examiner respectfully submits that all the pending claims are not 
patentable over the prior art of record. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Thus, Applicant's arguments with respect to amended Claims 1, 4 & 5 filed 
on January 1 1 , 2008 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Honma 
(US 6,876,389 hereinafter, Honma '389) in combination with Crosby et al. (US 6,870,547 
hereinafter, Crosby '547). 

Regarding claim 1; Honma '389 discloses a print system comprising: a receiver that 
receives thumbnail data as a print image and related information indicating a link destination of 
the thumbnail data; ("The printer controller 103 has a slot into which the memory card 102 is 
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inserted, and it displays the image data kept in the memory card 102 on the television receiver 
104 according to the operation of a user, and in the meantime, it performs a control function so 
that the image data is output on the printer 105... column 2, lines 42-47), see also i.e. "...the 
information on the aspect ratios of a thumbnail image and a main image is obtained from the 
image data analysis part 206, and these are compared with each other. Then, when they are the 
same, the thumbnail image is used as the display image data as it is... " column 3, lines 20-24); a 
display data generator that generates display data from the thumbnail data (^'Reference numeral 
104 denotes a television receiver (TV) as display means... " column 2, lines 31-33), see also i.e. 
"...the thumbnail image is used as the display image data as it is... " column 3, lines 24-24); an 
input device for inputting a print instruction for the related information ("The image data from 
the digital camera 101 conforms to a standard such as DCF, CIFF, Exif and on the basis of the 
specifications thereof, the printer controller 103 performs analysis and processing, column 2, 
lines 48-51); and a transfer section for transferring a data file identified by the thumbnail data in 
accordance with the link destination when the print instruction is received by said input device 
("The printer controller 103 has a slot into which the memory card 102 is inserted, and it 
displays the image data kept in the memory card 102 on the television receiver 104 according to 
the operation of a user, and in the meantime, it performs a control function so that the image 
data is output on the printer 105. The image data from the digital camera 101 conforms to a 
standard such as DCF, CIFF, Exif, and on the basis of the specifications thereof, the printer 
controller 103 performs analysis and processing. " column 2, lines 42-51). 
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Honma '389 does not expressly disclose discloses a preview icon to be selected when the 
print image is checked, wherein said display data generator generates a preview image to be 
displayed when the preview icon is selected. 

Crosby '547 discloses a preview icon to be selected when the print image is checked, 
wherein said display data generator generates a preview image to be displayed when the preview 
icon is selected ( "Further, in a preferred embodiment, it will be in an industry standard format, 
thus allowing it to be displayed by most applications and Web browsers. More importantly, if the 
digital negative or edit list associated with the proxy image are not available, the user will still 
have a preview of what the image composition should look like. This allows a user to view the 
proxy image (or image composition) at a given resolution, using a standard application, but 
retains its ability to be rasterized at a higher resolution at a later time, based on specific 
application or device requirements. " column 3, lines 20-24). See also ("In another embodiment, 
a user can download a low-resolution "Intelligent e-Card" from a Web site represented as an 
industry standard JPEG that contains the rasterized composition of photos, cards, text, and any 
other multimedia assets. While the JPEG proxy image may be adequate for on-screen viewing or 
a preview print, the proxy image is embedded with knowledge about how the high-resolution 
artwork and/or photos can be accessed and composited, providing the application with the 
necessary information for the rasterization at a higher-resolution. " column 9, lines 51-60). 

Honma '389 and Crosby '547 are combinable because they are from same field of 
endeavor of image processing systems ("The invention relates generally to digital image 
processing systems. " Crosby '547 at column 1, lines 22-23). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the image processing system as taught by Honma '389 by adding a preview 
icon to be selected when the print image is checked, wherein said display data generator 
generates a preview image to be displayed when the preview icon is selected as taught by Crosby 
'547. 

The motivation for doing so would have been because it is advantageous to provide a 
non-conventional approach to image editing to substantially improve flexibility {"Unlike 
conventional approaches to image editing, the distributed nature of the invention provides 
substantially improved flexibility. " Crosby '547 at column 4, lines 53-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Honma '389 with Crosby '547 to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 4; Honma '389 discloses a print system comprising: a receiver that 
receives thumbnail data and related information ("The printer controller 103 has a slot into 
which the memory card 102 is inserted, and it displays the image data kept in the memory card 
102 on the television receiver 104 according to the operation of a user, and in the meantime, it 
performs a control function so that the image data is output on the printer 105... column 2, lines 
42-47), see also i.e. "...the information on the aspect ratios of a thumbnail image and a main 
image is obtained from the image data analysis part 206, and these are compared with each 
other. Then, when they are the same, the thumbnail image is used as the display image data as it 
is... " column 3, lines 20-24); a display data generator that generates display data from the related 
information ("...and it displays the image data kept in the memory card 102 on the television 
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receiver 104 according to the operation of a user... " column 5, lines 25-34); and a decoder for 
analyzing thumbnail data of a printer received from a user which is based on displayed 
instruction information, and extracting thumbnail data ("...the information on the aspect ratios 
of a thumbnail image and a main image is obtained from the image data analysis part 206, and 
these are compared with each other. Then, when they are the same, the thumbnail image is used 
as the display image data as it is... " column 3, lines 20-24). 

Honma '389 does not expressly disclose discloses a preview icon to be selected when the 
print image is checked, wherein said display data generator generates a preview image to be 
displayed when the preview icon is selected. 

Crosby '547 discloses a preview icon to be selected when the print image is checked, 
wherein said display data generator generates a preview image to be displayed when the preview 
icon is selected ( "Further, in a preferred embodiment, it will be in an industry standard format, 
thus allowing it to be displayed by most applications and Web browsers. More importantly, if the 
digital negative or edit list associated with the proxy image are not available, the user will still 
have a preview of what the image composition should look like. This allows a user to view the 
proxy image (or image composition) at a given resolution, using a standard application, but 
retains its ability to be rasterized at a higher resolution at a later time, based on specific 
application or device requirements. " column 3, lines 20-24). See also ("In another embodiment, 
a user can download a low-resolution "Intelligent e-Card" from a Web site represented as an 
industry standard JPEG that contains the rasterized composition of photos, cards, text, and any 
other multimedia assets. While the JPEG proxy image may be adequate for on-screen viewing or 
a preview print, the proxy image is embedded with knowledge about how the high-resolution 
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artwork and/or photos can be accessed and composited, providing the application with the 
necessary information for the rasterization at a higher-resolution. " column 9, lines 51-60). 

Honma '389 and Crosby '547 are combinable because they are from same field of 
endeavor of image processing systems {"The invention relates generally to digital image 
processing systems. " Crosby '547 at column 1, lines 22-23). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the image processing system as taught by Honma '389 by adding a preview 
icon to be selected when the print image is checked, wherein said display data generator 
generates a preview image to be displayed when the preview icon is selected as taught by Crosby 
'547. 

The motivation for doing so would have been because it is advantageous to provide a 
non-conventional approach to image editing to substantially improve flexibility {"Unlike 
conventional approaches to image editing, the distributed nature of the invention provides 
substantially improved flexibility. " Crosby '547 at column 4, lines 53-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Honma '389 with Crosby '547 to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 5; Honma '389 discloses a print system comprising: a detachable 
external storage {"and reference numeral 102 denotes a memory card, which keeps image data 
imaged by the digital camera 101 and can be removably attached to the above described digital 
camera 101. " column 2, lines 24-27); an information reader that reads data from said detachable 
external storage {"Reference numeral 103 denotes a printer controller that is an output control 
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apparatus of the present invention, which reads in the image data kept in the memory card 102 
and controls the output of the read-in image data. " column 2, lines 27-31); an information writer 
that writes data to said detachable external storage (" ...reference numeral 101 denotes a digital 
camera that is image pick-up means, and reference numeral 102 denotes a memory card, which 
keeps image data imaged by the digital camera 101 ..." column 2, lines 22-25 ); a decoder for 
extracting thumbnail data from file information of a file read from said detachable external 
storage (" ...the information on the aspect ratios of a thumbnail image and a main image is 
obtained from the image data analysis part 206, and these are compared with each other. Then, 
when they are the same, the thumbnail image is used as the display image data as it is..." 
column 3, lines 20-24); an analyzer that analyzes the file information {"FIG. 2 is a block 
diagram showing an example of the functional configuration of the printer controller 103... 
image data analysis part 206... " column 2, lines 52-59); a display data generator that generates 
display data from the extracted thumbnail data ("...the information on the aspect ratios of a 
thumbnail image and a main image is obtained from the image data analysis part 206, and these 
are compared with each other. Then, when they are the same, the thumbnail image is used as the 
display image data as it is..." column 3, lines 20-24); a transfer section for transferring the 
display data to a display unit ("...FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
functional configuration of the printer controller 103. ..a TV display renderer 208... " column 3, 
lines 52-60). 

Honma '389 does not expressly disclose discloses a preview icon to be selected when the 
print image is checked, wherein said display data generator generates a preview image to be 
displayed when the preview icon is selected. 
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Crosby '547 discloses a preview icon to be selected when the print image is checked, 
wherein said display data generator generates a preview image to be displayed when the preview 
icon is selected ( "Further, in a preferred embodiment, it will be in an industry standard format, 
thus allowing it to be displayed by most applications and Web browsers. More importantly, if the 
digital negative or edit list associated with the proxy image are not available, the user will still 
have a preview of what the image composition should look like. This allows a user to view the 
proxy image (or image composition) at a given resolution, using a standard application, but 
retains its ability to be rasterized at a higher resolution at a later time, based on specific 
application or device requirements. " column 3, lines 20-24). See also ("In another embodiment, 
a user can download a low-resolution "Intelligent e-Card" from a Web site represented as an 
industry standard JPEG that contains the rasterized composition of photos, cards, text, and any 
other multimedia assets. While the JPEG proxy image may be adequate for on-screen viewing or 
a preview print, the proxy image is embedded with knowledge about how the high-resolution 
artwork and/or photos can be accessed and composited, providing the application with the 
necessary information for the rasterization at a higher-resolution. " column 9, lines 51-60). 

Honma '389 and Crosby '547 are combinable because they are from same field of 
endeavor of image processing systems ("The invention relates generally to digital image 
processing systems. " Crosby '547 at column 1, lines 22-23). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the image processing system as taught by Honma '389 by adding a preview 
icon to be selected when the print image is checked, wherein said display data generator 
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generates a preview image to be displayed when the preview icon is selected as taught by Crosby 
'547. 

The motivation for doing so would have been because it is advantageous to provide a 
non-conventional approach to image editing to substantially improve flexibility ("Unlike 
conventional approaches to image editing, the distributed nature of the invention provides 
substantially improved flexibility. " Crosby '547 at column 4, lines 53-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Honma '389 with Crosby '547 to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 5. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS T. RILEY whose telephone number is (571)270-1581. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30-5:00, est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler L. Haskins can be reached on 571-272-7406. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from cither Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Marcus T. Riley 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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